St. Elizabeth Catholic Church

750 Sequoia Dr., Milpitas CA 95035 * Phone: 408-262-8100 * Church Mobile: 669-699-8741

Website: https://stelizabethmilpitas.org - Email: stelizabeth.milpitas@dsj.org

December 29, 2024 Feast of the Holy Family

Pilgrims of Haope: Embracing the Jubilee Year

O n this beautiful Feast of the Holy Family, we celebrate the model of love, faith,
and unity that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph offer to us. In their life together, we see

an example of trust in God, sacrifice for one another, and perseverance through trials

- a reflection of what every family is called to be. In a world where family life can

often be challenged by distractions, pressures, and misunderstandings, the Holy

Family reminds us that holiness is found in the ordinary moments of daily life: in

shared meals, acts of kindness, prayers said together, and the commitment to love one
another as God loves us.

Today, let us pray for our families, that they may be strengthened by God’s grace.
May our homes be places of peace, forgiveness, and faith, where Christ is always at
the center. Let us also remember those who may feel alone or distant from their
families, asking God to fill their hearts with His love and bring healing where it is
needed. Through the intercession of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, may we be inspired to
live our own vocations with humility, patience, and joy. May the Holy Family
continue to guide and bless each of you and your loved ones.

With the opening the Holy Door to St. Peter's Basilica on Christmas Eve, our Holy Father Pope Francis formally inaugurated the
Jubilee Year 2025. The Holy Father announced that 2025 will be a Jubilee Year, something which happens every 25 years. The
theme for Jubilee 2025 is “Pilgrims of Hope,” and it is a year of hope for a world suffering the impacts of war, the ongoing effects
of COVID-19 pandemic, and the climate crisis.

As we journey together into this Jubilee Year with the motto “Pilgrims of Hope, ” Pope Francis invites us to reflect on what it means
to bring renewed hope to a world that seems burdened by uncertainty, division, and despair. Hope is not mere optimism or wishful
thinking. It is a deep, spiritual conviction rooted in our faith in God’s promises. It is a trust that, even amid life’s trials, God is at
work, transforming our struggles into opportunities for growth, healing, and renewal. In a world marred by challenges - wars,
natural disasters, inequality, and personal struggles - how do we see the world with renewed hope? The answer lies in becoming
pilgrims, intentionally embarking on a journey with God and one another. Pilgrims don’t journey alone; they are part of a communi-
ty, supporting and encouraging each other along the way.

To see the world with renewed hope, we must first cultivate it in our hearts through prayer, Scripture, and the sacraments. The
Eucharist, in particular, reminds us that Christ is present with us, nourishing and strengthening us for the journey. With hearts
renewed by God’s grace, we are then called to share that hope with others—through acts of kindness, solidarity, and compassion.
Hope is not passive; it demands action. When we respond to suffering with love, speak truth in the face of injustice, and offer for-
giveness in a culture of division, we become living signs of hope for those around us. In these small but significant acts, we reflect
God’s light, helping others to see a future filled with promise.

Let us embrace this Jubilee Year as an opportunity to renew our own hope and become beacons of that hope to a weary world.
Together, as Pilgrims of Hope, may we journey toward the future with faith, courage, and joy, trusting that God is leading us to a
new day of grace and peace.

As we step into the New Year 2025, we are given the gift of a new beginning - a chance to reflect, renew, and recommit ourselves to
God’s call in our lives. On New Year’s Day January 1, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. We are reminded of the
powerful intercession of our Blessed Mother, who walks with us on this journey of faith. Mary teaches us the beauty of surrendering
to God’s will. Her “yes” to God was an act of profound trust and hope, even when the path before her was uncertain.

As we begin this new year, let us seek her intercession to inspire within us a similar openness to God’s plan for our lives. This year,
let us resolve to grow in faith, deepen our prayer life, and strengthen our bonds as a parish family. Let us embrace every moment as
an opportunity to serve one another with love, to forgive as we have been forgiven, and to live as witnesses of Christ’s peace in our
homes and communities. As we turn the page to this new chapter, may we find hope in knowing that we do not journey alone. Christ
walks with us, and through the intercession of His Blessed Mother, we are continually drawn closer to His heart. Happy New Year!

Fr. Andy Ligot, Pastor
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" Stewardship Offering

Weekly Goal $13,000.00
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Other Offering
Bulletin Fund (12/29)

$2,578.21

2 Corinthians 9:6-8: “Remember this: Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should

give what you have decided in your heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver.”

Thank you for supporting

St. Elizabeth through your Sacrificial Giving.

Sunday Offering $11,082.50

Online Giving $5,488.65

Donation Thru VENMO $1,645.00

Total Donation $18,216.15
Goal Achieved 140%

SACRAMENTAL

INFORMATION CORNER
Mobile: (669) 699-8741 or Email: stelizabeth.milpitas@dsj.org

Baptisms: Arrangements should be made at least one month in advance.
Parents must attend an interview with priest. Parents and sponsors are
required to attend a pre-Baptism preparation class. Baptisms and Baptism
preparation classes are scheduled monthly.

Catechetical/ Youth Ministry: Please contact (408) 263-1995 or call or

text (669) 699-8741 or email: stelizabeth.milpitas@dsj.org

Reconciliation:

e  After Saturday 8:30 am Mass, 9:00 am - 9:45 am

e No appointment needed.

e  Reconciliation is also available by appointment during
weekdays.

e Ifthe priest is available after any Mass, the priest will grant
confession.

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the office. In an emergency, call
or Text (669) 699-8741.

Wedding: Couples are required to complete a marriage prepara-
tion program. Please contact one of the priests at least six months
in advance of the anticipated wedding date.

Funeral Preparation: Please contact Parish Office through the
respective Funeral Home.

Christian Initiation (RCIA): If you are an adult interested in
exploring the Catholic Faith or if you are seeking Baptism,
Confirmation, and Communion, please call the parish office,
408-262-8100.

Eucharistic Adoration: Every Friday of the month after 8:30 am
daily Mass during Eucharistic Revival 2022-2025.

SAN JOSE

DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE

JUBILEE 2025
OPENING

The Solemn Vespers

Presided by: Most Rev. Oscar Cantu
Bishop of the Diocese of San José

) Where: Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph,
80 South Market St., San Jose

) Time: 5pm

) The motto of the Jubilee:
Pilgrims of Hope

@ dsj.org/jubilee2025
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en

The Parish office & Catechetical Office (PMC)

will remain closed for Christmas Holidays

Resume on Thursday, January 02,2025

For emergency contact: <> e
Call or Text 669-699-8741 <>




Sat - Dec 28

8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sat - Dec 28
4:00 PM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sat - Dec 28
6:00 PM_VN

Sun - Dec 29
8:00 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Dec 29
9:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Dec 29
11:00 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Sun - Dec 29
12:30 PM_SP
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Dec 29
3:30 PM_VN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Sun - Dec 29
5:30 PM_VN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Mon - Dec 30
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Tue - Dec 31
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Wed - Jan 1
8:30 AM_EN
10:30AM_VN
12:30PM_EN/SP

Thu - Jan 2
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Fri-Jan3
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Healing: Richard Atkinson, Rosemarie Ryan
S.I: Nicole Ryan

Bday: Payton Jordan Stagen

Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan,
Sheldon Ryan, Lorellei Velario

Healing: Richard Atkinson, Rosemarie Ryan
Deceased: Sheldon Ryan

Vietnamese Mass Intentions

Healing: Richard Atkinson, Rosemarie Ryan,
Carlos Manaloto, Katharina Kang

S.I: Nicole Ryan

Deceased: Leonardo Ryan, Sheldon Ryan,
Josefina Belvis Bunuan

A
Chifong trinh van nghe

g Xuan Aty |

Deceased: Giuse Maity, Giuse Mai Tuyen, Maria Pham
Thi Man, Maria Phan Thi Thanh Huong,

Emerita P. Estacion, Nelson Villegas, Avelina Matias,
Baco Maria Bui Thi Sang

Healing: Veronica Resendez, Michael Panton Garcia
Deceased: Teresa Vuong Tran, Milagros Urcia,

Peter Chin Van Nguyen, Mary Rung Thi Trinh,
Joseph Cu Ngoc Nguyen, Martin Duy Khiem Nguyen,
All Souls

26.01.2025 | 5 GIO CHIEU

Center for the Performing Arts
225 Almaden Blvd, Sandose, GA95113

$25/vé |

Deceased: Adela Baez Perez are R ER 3
First cone, first sefved
MO G TIET XIN LEN LAC £
ugng-Dung Nguyén
(408) 805-4890

A Mai Nguyén

Vietnamese Mass Intentions (408) 867-1976

Parishioners"” Mass Intentions

Novena in Honor of
the Santo Nitio

Healing: Richard Atkinson, Rosemarie Ryan,
Michael Panton Garcia S.I: Nicole Ryan
Thx: Chi Hanh, Peace for Family & Friends
Deceased: Adelaida R. San Diego, Ramil Betyadgar,
Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan,

Sheldon Ryan, Maria & Giuse

10 Days of Blessings
January 9th - January 18th, 2025

Healing: Richard Atkinson, Rosemarie Ryan,
Michael Panton Garcia ~ S.I: Nicole Ryan
Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan,
Sheldon Ryan

Masses Schedule

7:00PM
7.00PM

5:00PM
9:30AM

Day 1- January 9th St. Francis of Assisi

Happy New Year
Healing: Michael Panton Garcia, Richard Atkinson,
Danilo Bilog
Thx: Diana Crolene, Luz & Dave Wenger,

kS
’Dfxesan
of Filipino|Catholics

Day 2- January 10th Our Lady of Refuge

Day 3- January 1ith Our Lady of Guadalupe

Day 4-January 12th St. Maria Goretti

DWMC Family & Friends Day 5-January 13th ~ 7:00PM Holy Family Dinner & Dance
S.I: Nicole Rya}’» Rosemarie R}{an Day 6- January 14th  7:00PM St. Athanasius Saturday, January 18th
Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan, i C o R S Time: 5PM
Sheldon Ryan Day 7-January 15th ~ 7:00PM St John the Baptist St. John the Baptist
Healing: Michael Panton Garcia. Richard Atkinson. Day 8- January 16th  7:00PM St. Elizabeth of Portugal Pavalkis Hall
Danilo Bilog ’ ’ Day9-January 17th  7:00PM  Most Holy Trinity 279 S Main St, Milpitas
S.I: Nicole Ryan, Rosemarie Ryan

Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan, Feast Day: i

Sheldon Ryan Saturday, January 1Sth Tickets: $50
Healing: Richard Atkinson, Danilo Bilog p Zm(gI;{AM ilist: perpered
Thx: Chi Hanh ~ S.I: Nicole Ryan, Rosemarie Ryan, ',‘651 Greliui lSt s

Peace for Family & Friends § Bishop Ofc:ar Canti Attire: Formal/
Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan, Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph Filipifiana Optional

Sheldon Ryan 80 S Market St, San Jose, CA 95113



Nhirng ngwoi hanh hwong Hy vong:
DPon nhan Nam Thanh

Trong ngdy 1& Thanh Gia That tuoi dep nay, ching ta mimg guong mau vé tinh
yéu, durc tin va sy hlep nhat ma Chaa Giésu, Me Maria va Thanh Giuse ban tang
cho chiing ta. Trong cudc song gia dinh cua cic Nga1 chiing ta thdy mot guong mau
vé long tin vao Thién Chua, sy hy sinh cho nhau va sy kién tri vugt qua thir thach—
mot guong sang vé nhung gi ma moi gia dinh dugc kéu g01 nén noi theo. Trong mot
thé gidi ma su xao lang, ap lyc va hiéu 1am thuong xuyén c6 thé thach thic cudc song
gia dinh, Thanh Gia Thét nhac nho chung ta rang su thanh thién dugc tim thay trong
nhiing gidy phut binh thuong ctia cudc song hang ngay: trong nhimng bita an chung,
nhitng ct chi tir t&, cung nhau cau nguyén va doan hira yéu thuong nhau nhu Chua

w
o.
J? yéu thuong ching ta.
%,
O

Hom nay, chung ta hdy cau nguyén cho gia dinh minh dé moi nguori duogc vitng manh
bai an sung cua Chua. Nguyen cho gia dinh chiing ta la noi ctiia hoa binh, tha thir va
n1em tin, noi Chua Kitd luon & trung tam. Chung ta cling hdy nhé dén nhig nguoi co
thé cam thiy c6 don hodc xa cach gia dinh, cau xin Chtia lap day trai tim ho bang tinh
yéu cua Nguoi va mang dén su chira lanh khi can thiét. Nho sy chuyen cau cua Chua
Giésu, Me Maria va Thanh Giuse, xin cho ching ta duoc thic day dé song on g01 cla
minh véi su khiém nhuong, kién nhan va niém vui. Nguyén cho Thanh Gia tlep tuc hudng dan va ban phiic cho ting nguoi trong
quy vi va nhirng ngudi than yéu cia quy vi.

Vé6i viéc mo Cira Thanh tai Vuong cung thanh dudng Théanh Phéré vao Dém Gidng sinh, Dlirc Thanh Cha Phanxicé da chinh thirc
khai mac Nam Thanh 2025. B¢ Thanh Cha da tuyen bb nam 2025 s& 1a Nam Thénh, mot sur kién sau mdi 25 nam. Chu dé cua Nam
Thanh 2025 1a “Nhiing nguoi hanh huwong Hy vong va day 1a nam hy vong cho mot thé giéi dang phai ganh chiu nhiing tac dong
ctia chién tranh, nhitng anh huong dang dién ra cua dal dich COVID-19 va cudc khung hoang khi hau.

Khi cting nhau buéc vao Nam Thanh véi phuong cham Nhtmg nguoi hanh hwong hy vong”, Dlic Gido hoang Phanxic6 moi g01
chung ta suy nghi vé y nghia ciia viéc mang lai hy vong méi cho mot thé gioi duong nhu dang b1 ganh ning boi su bat on, .chia r€ va
tuyet vong. Hy vong khong chi 1a su lac quan hay suy nghi Vlen vong. Do 1a mot niém tin virng chac, thleng liéng bét nguon tir niém
tin cua chung ta vao nhitng 16i Chua hira. B¢ 1a sy tin twdng rang, ngay ca gilra nhung thir thach cua cude song, Chua van dang hanh
dong, bién nhitng kho khan cta chung ta thanh co hoi de phat trién, chira lanh va d6i moi. Trong mot thé gidi bi tan pha bdi nhiing
thach thirc - chién tranh, thién tai, bat binh dang va ddu da ca nhan - lam the nao ching ta co thé nhin thé glGl v6i niém hy vong
méi? Cau tra 10i ndm ¢ viée hdy tré thanh nhitng nguoi hanh huong, quyet tam bat dau cudc hanh trinh véi Chiia va véi nhau.
Nhitng nguoi hanh huong khong di mot minh; ho 1a mot phan cua cong dong, gitip dd va khuyén khich 1an nhau trén subt ching duong.

bé thay dugc thé giéi véi niém hy vong moi, trudce tién ching ta phdi vun dap n6 trong trai tim minh qua 1oi cau nguyen Kinh
thanh va cac Bi tich. Pac biét, Bi tich Thanh Thé nhic nho chung ta rang Chua Kit6 hién di¢én véi ching ta, nudi duong va giup suc
chung ta trén duong 1&r hanh. Véi con tim dugc dbi méi boi an sung cua Thién Chua, chiing ta dugc kéu goi chia sé niém hy vong do6
v6i nhitng nguoi khac—qua cac ctr chi tir té, doan két va long tric an. N1em hy vong khong phai la thy dong, n6 doi héi hanh dong.
Khi ching ta dap lai su dau khé bang tinh yéu, hay noi 1én su that trudc bat cong va tha thi trong mot nén van hoa chia 8, chung ta
tré thanh dau chi song dong cta hy vong cho nhung nguol xung quanh. Trong nhitng hanh dong tuy nhé bé nhung c¢6 y nghia nay,
chung ta phan 4nh 4nh sang ctia Thién Chua, gitip ngudi khac nhin thdy mot tuong lai day hira hen.

Chung ta hdy don nhan Nam Théanh nay nhu mét co hoi dé dbi méi hy vong cua chinh minh va tr¢ thanh ngon hai dang cua hy vong
do6 cho mot thé gisi mét moi. La Nhitng nguoi hanh huong cia Hy vong, chung ta hay tién vé twong lai vi dire tin, 1ong can dam va
niém vui, tin tudng ring Chiia dang dan dét ching ta dén mot ngdy méi cua an sung va hoa binh.

Khi ching ta buéc vao Nam Méi 2025, chung ta duoc ban tdng mén qua la mot khai dau méi—mot co hoi dé suy ngam ddi méi va
tai cam két véi tiéng goi ciia Chiia trong cudc séng cua chung ta. Vao Ngay dau nam moi, ngay 1 thang 1, ching ta mung 1€ trong
kinh Pirc Maria, Me Thién Chua. Chung ta dugc nhic nhé vé su chuyen cau manh m€ cua Duc Me, nguol ddng hanh véi ching ta
trén con duong nay. Dlrc Maria day chung ta vé dep ctia vi¢c vang theo y Chua. Loi “Xin vang” ctia Me véi Chia la mot hanh dong
tin twdng va hy vong sau xa, ngay ca khi con dudng trudc mit Me con chua chéc chan.

Khi ching ta bét dau nam méi nay, chung ta hay cdu xin sy chuyén cau cia Me Maria dé g1up cho chung ta cling biét mo long ra voi
ke hoach ctia Chiia danh cho cudc song ctia moi ngudi chung ta. Nam nay, chung ta hay quyet tam gia tang dirc tin, dao sau doi song
cdu nguyén va cung cb moéi twong quan cua ohung ta v&i nhau nhu mét gia dinh gido xa. Chung ta hay nam ldy moi khoanh khic
nhu mot co hoi dé phuc vu 1dn nhau bang tinh yéu thuong, tha thir nhu chung ta da dugc tha thtr va song nhu nhung chung nhan cua
hoa binh cua Chua Kito trong gia dinh va cong dong gido x{r ctia chung ta. Khi chiing ta budc sang mot trang méi ciia cude song
nay, chung ta tim thay niém hy vong khi biét rang chung ta khong bude di mot minh. Chua Kito dong hanh véi ching ta, va qua su
chuyén cu ctia Me Maria, chung ta luén duoc kéo gan hon dén trai tim ciia Nguoi.

Chuic mung nam maoi!

-EG®

Cha so Andy C. Ligot



Peregrinas de la esperanza: Wbrazando el (o Jubilar

En esta hermosa Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia, celebramos el modelo de
amor, fe y unidad que nos ofrecen Jesus, Maria y José. En su vida en
comun, vemos un ejemplo de confianza en Dios, de sacrificio mutuo y de
perseverancia en las pruebas: un reflejo de lo que toda familia esta llamada a
ser. En un mundo donde la vida familiar a menudo puede verse desafiada por
distracciones, presiones y malentendidos, la Sagrada Familia nos recuerda
que la santidad se encuentra en los momentos ordinarios de la vida diaria: en
las comidas compartidas, los actos de bondad, las oraciones que se dicen
juntos y el compromiso de amarnos unos a otros como Dios nos ama.

Hoy, oremos por nuestras familias, para que sean fortalecidas por la gracia
de Dios. Que nuestros hogares sean lugares de paz, perdon y fe, donde Cristo
esté siempre en el centro. Recordemos también a quienes pueden sentirse
solos o distantes de sus familias, pidiendo a Dios que llene sus corazones con 4) S

su amor y traiga sanacion donde sea necesario. Que por la intercesion de Je- E G RI NO

sus, Maria y José, podamos inspirarnos para vivir nuestra propia vocacion

con humildad, paciencia y alegria. Que la Sagrada Familia siga guiando y bendiciendo a cada uno de ustedes y a sus
seres queridos.

Con la apertura de la Puerta Santa de la Basilica de San Pedro en la vispera de Navidad, nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa
Francisco, inaugurd formalmente el Afio Jubilar 2025. El Santo Padre anuncié que 2025 serd un Afio Jubilar, algo que
sucede cada 25 afios. El tema del Jubileo 2025 es “Peregrinos de la esperanza”, y es un afio de esperanza para un mundo
que sufre los impactos de la guerra, los efectos continuos de la pandemia de COVID-19 y la crisis climatica.

Mientras caminamos juntos hacia este Afio Jubilar con el lema “Peregrinos de la esperanza”, el Papa Francisco nos invi-
ta a reflexionar sobre lo que significa traer esperanza renovada a un mundo que parece agob1ad0 por la incertidumbre, la
division y la desesperacion. La esperanza no es mero optimismo o ilusiones. Es una conviccion espiritual profunda
arraigada en nuestra fe en las promesas de Dios. Es una confianza que, incluso en medio de las pruebas de la vida, Dios
esta trabajando, transformando nuestras luchas en oportunidades de crecimiento, sanacion y renovacion.

En un mundo marcado por desafios —guerras, desastres naturales, desigualdad y luchas personales — ;como vemos el
mundo con una esperanza renovada? La respuesta estad en convertirnos en peregrinos, emprendiendo intencionalmente
un viaje con Dios y con los demas. Los peregrinos no viajan solos; son parte de una comunidad, apoyandose y animan-
dose mutuamente a lo largo del camino. Para ver el mundo con una esperanza renovada, primero debemos cultivarla en
nuestros corazones a través de la oracion, la Escritura y los sacramentos. La Eucaristia, en particular, nos recuerda que
Cristo esta presente con nosotros, nutriéndonos y fortaleciéndonos para el viaje. Con corazones renovados por la gracia
de Dios, estamos llamados a compartir esa esperanza con los demas, a través de actos de bondad, solidaridad y compasion.

La esperanza no es pasiva; exige accion. Cuando respondemos al sufrimiento con amor, decimos la verdad frente a la
injusticia y ofrecemos perdon en una cultura de division, nos convertimos en signos vivos de esperanza para quienes nos
rodean. En estos actos pequefos pero significativos, reflejamos la luz de Dios, ayudando a otros a ver un futuro lleno de
promesas. Abracemos este Afio Jubilar como una oportunidad para renovar nuestra propia esperanza y convertirnos en
faros de esa esperanza para un mundo cansado. Juntos, como Peregrinos de la Esperanza, peregrinemos hacia el futuro
con fe, coraje y alegria, confiando en que Dios nos esta guiando hacia un nuevo dia de gracia y paz.

Al entrar en el Afo Nuevo 2025, se nos da el regalo de un nuevo comienzo: una oportunidad de reflexionar, renovarnos
y volver a comprometernos con el llamado de Dios en nuestras vidas. El dia de Afio Nuevo, el 1 de enero, celebramos la
Solemnidad de Maria, Madre de Dios. Recordamos la poderosa intercesion de nuestra Santisima Madre, que camina con
nosotros en este camino de fe. Maria nos ensefia la belleza de rendirnos a la voluntad de Dios. Su “si” a Dios fue un acto
de profunda confianza y esperanza, aun cuando el camino que tenia por delante era incierto.

Al comenzar este nuevo afio, busquemos su intercesion para inspirar en nosotros una apertura similar al plan de Dios
para nuestras vidas. Este afio, tomemos la determinacidén de crecer en la fe, profundizar nuestra vida de oracion y
fortalecer nuestros vinculos como familia parroquial. Abracemos cada momento como una oportunidad para servirnos
unos a otros con amor, perdonar como hemos sido perdonados y vivir como testigos de la paz de Cristo en nuestros
hogares y comunidades. Al pasar la pagina de este nuevo capitulo, que encontremos esperanza al saber que no camina-
mos solos. Cristo camina con nosotros y, por intercesiéon de su Santisima Madre, nos acercamos cada vez mas a su
corazon. jFeliz afio nuevo!

Padre Andy Ligot, Pdrroco




Simbang Gabi: Reflection on to the Jubilee Year of 2025 o

under the motto “Pilgrims of Hope”! i} w
Ey Seminarian Thien Bui ‘ &
PILGRN\%

Welcome to the Jubilee Year of 2025 under the motto “Pilgrims of Hope™! So, you may be asking, “What
is a Jubilee year? What is the purpose of a Jubilee year? And why is it important?” Well, allow me to have a little of
your time and I will provide the information you may be looking for. The Jubilee year is also known as a “Holy Year.”
It draws upon the practices of the Israelite people from the Book of Leviticus. As instructed by God, Moses, would
proclaim a Jubilee Year every 50 years as a time of repentance and reconciliation with God and with each other. Today,
Catholics still carry on this tradition. Catholicism is the fulfilment of Judaism since Jesus is the Messiah, however, we
still have certain traditions stemming from the Jewish faith.

The first Jubilee Year was declared by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300 and intended to occur every 100 years but has
undergone some changes in frequency over time. In 1342, Pope Clement VI reduced the frequency to every 50 years.
Then in 1470, Pope Paul II reduced the frequency again to every 25 years with the intention that every person may
enjoy it at least once in their lifetime. Outside of the ordinary Jubilee celebrated every 25 years, there are instances of
extra-ordinary Jubilees such as the Year of Mercy from 2015-2016.

So, what is the purpose of the Jubilee Year? We are the body of Christ, and the body of Christ is composed of the
Universal Church. The Universal Church is composed of 3 Sister Churches: Church Triumphant (those in heaven),
Church Pilgrim (those on earth), and Church Suffering (those in purgatory). The three make up something called the
Communion of Saints. The beauty of our faith is that we are able to offer our works and unite them to the merits of
Jesus and the Saints to draw from the treasury of indulgences. Indulgences are remissions of temporal punishment, or
debt, owed for our sins. This is because even though our sins are absolved in confession, we still owe a debt to God’s
divine justice. However, our Lord desires mercy, and so offers even the remission, or forgiveness, of those sins if we
fulfill certain requirements to gain a plenary indulgence. This indulgence can then be applied to ourselves or offered up
for a holy soul in Purgatory to relieve them of their time there and enter into heaven for them to intercede for us before
God's throne.

Now on to how we can participate in the Jubilee Year and earn a plenary indulgence. Catholics can earn up to 1 plenary
indulgence a day. A plenary indulgence forgives the entire debt of our sins, whereas a partial indulgence forgives a
smaller amount. A plenary indulgence during the Jubilee Year can be attained by visiting 1 of 4 papal basilicas in
Rome: St. Peter’s, St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major, or St. Paul Outside the Walls.

What about people who can’t travel to Rome due to finances or health? How can they participate in the Jubilee Year?
Well, God’s mercy is infinite, and so the Church does not limit earning a plenary indulgence to pilgrimages to these
sites alone. On top of these, there are numerous other basilicas, cathedrals, and holy sites within the diocese appointed
by the local Bishop. Besides from visiting locations, there are various acts of corporal and spiritual works that can be
completed; for example, fasting from social media or volunteering in the community. There are many ways to earn a
plenary indulgence so be sure to look them up and learn more about them. Whatever you decide, the visit or work must
meet the following conditions.

First, you must have a detachment from sin, even venial. Next, you must receive sacramental confession, receive holy
Communion, and pray for the intentions of the pope. These three conditions can be fulfilled a few days before or after
performing the works to gain the indulgence, but it is appropriate that Communion and prayer take place on the same
day that the work is completed. For each plenary indulgence that is sought, a sperate holy Communion and a separate
prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father are required. The prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father is left up to the
individual, but an Our Father and Hail Mary are suggested. With regards to confession, a single sacramental confession
is sufficient for several plenary indulgences but frequent confession is encouraged to obtain the grace of deeper conver-
sion and purity of heart.

I’ll leave you with an excerpt from the Holy See regarding the Jubilee Year: “In the Roman Catholic tradition, a Holy
Year, or Jubilee is a great religious event. It is a year of forgiveness of sins and also the punishment due to sin, it is a
year of reconciliation between adversaries, of conversion and receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and
consequently of solidarity, hope, justice, commitment to serve God with joy and in peace with our brothers and sisters.
A Jubilee year is above all the year of Christ, who brings life and grace to humanity.” May you and your family
experience it to the fullest, God bless.

- Seminarian Thien Bui



We were deeply honored to welcome Bishop Oscar Cantu as the Main Celebrant and Homilist for the 9:30AM
English Mass on Christmas Day. This joyous celebration also marked the launch of the Jubilee Year of Hope—a
year of grace, renewal, and unity for our Church and community. A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who
contributed to the success of the Christmas gift distribution. Our Liturgical Celebrations were beautifully prepared,
and we extend our gratitude to the Liturgical Ministers and Choir Groups for their exceptional contributions. Special
recognition goes to the Art & Environment Team for their outstanding efforts, as always!

May the light of Christ fill your hearts this season. Wishing you a Blessed Christmas! — Fr. Andy Ligot, Pastor
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\ dnesday, January 1, 2025

A Holy @§of Obligation
I Schedee.of CMHasdes

S8:30AM:
- English Mass
b
:S30AM:
Vietnamese Mass

—

-~

12:30PM:
. English/Spanish Mass
L. (Bilingual)

We are reminded of the powerful intercession of our Blessed
Mother, who walks with us on this journey of faith. Mary teaches
us the beauty of surrendering to God’s will. Her “yes” to God was
an act of profound trust and hope, even when the path before her

was uncertain.

St. Elizabeth Catholic Church 750 Sequoia Dr, Milpitas CA 95035
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