St. Elizabeth Catholic Church
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n this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 13:22-30), someone asks Jesus a question that many of us still
wonder today: “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” It’s a sobering question, one that touch-
es on our deepest hopes and fears. We long to be with God for eternity, and we hope that heaven is
open to all. But Jesus doesn’t answer with statistics or a definitive yes or no. Instead, He turns the
focus inward and gives us a personal challenge: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate.”

What does Jesus mean by this? The word “strive” comes from the Greek word agonizomai, which
means to struggle, to fight, to exert oneself with intensity. The Christian life, in other words, is not
passive. It’s not something we drift into. It requires intentional effort, perseverance, discipline, and
trust in God’s grace. The “narrow gate” is not a physical doorway—it is a way of life: the way of

P humility, sacrifice, self-denial, and love.

5 STRIVE TOENTER At Saint Elizabeth Parish, What Does It Mean to Enter the Narrow Gate? Here in our parish,
" " THROUGH THE ‘striving to enter through the narrow gate” means living our faith authentically. It means choosing
N0 70 A eT G u ok acz Jesus daily—not just on Sundays in church, but in our homes, workplaces, relationships, and

everyday decisions.

It means being committed, not casual about our discipleship. The narrow gate is not about checking
off religious boxes or simply being “registered” in the parish. It’s about letting our hearts be transformed by Christ—allowing His
word, His sacraments, and His community to shape the way we live.

It means forgiving others when it’s hard, serving when it’s inconvenient, giving when it costs, and loving when it hurts. It means not
blending in with a culture of selfishness, consumerism, or indifference, but standing firm in truth, hope, and charity.

It means prioritizing time with God—through prayer, adoration, and the Eucharist—above the many distractions of modern life. It
means supporting our parish community, not just with presence, but with our time, talents, and treasure. Each act of generosity and
service opens the door a little wider—for ourselves and others.

The Great Reversal. Jesus warns that many who presume they are safe will find themselves outside, knocking on a closed door. He
speaks of people who cry out, “Lord, we ate and drank with you!”—as if proximity to religion or tradition alone is enough. But the
Lord responds, “I do not know where you are from.” That phrase strikes the heart. It reminds us that salvation is not about external
association but about relationship. Does Jesus know us? Do we know Him? Have we let Him enter the hidden rooms of our hearts,
or have we only kept Him at the doorstep?

Yet the Gospel ends with a word of hope and surprise: “People will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south,
and will recline at table in the Kingdom of God.” This is the image of the universal Church—people of every race, language,
background, and story—all entering through that narrow gate by the grace of God. And yes, that includes us here at Saint Elizabeth
Parish. We are called to be part of that joyful procession. But more than that, we are called to invite others in.

Welcoming Others to the Journey. The narrow gate doesn’t mean we keep others out. In fact, if we are truly striving to follow
Christ, we help others walk the path with us. At Saint Elizabeth, that means:

®  Welcoming newcomers and visitors with warmth.
®  Accompanying those who are struggling or returning to faith.
® Serving the poor, the lonely, the elderly, and the forgotten.

®  Supporting our catechetical ministries for children, youth, and adults.

Living as joyful witnesses in our community and families.

We don’t walk this path alone. We walk it together—as a parish, as a family of faith, helping one another navigate the narrow road
that leads to life.

A Call to Examine Our Hearts. This Sunday, Jesus’ words challenge us to ask ourselves not only “Will I be saved?” but also, “Am
I truly striving?” Am I entering through the narrow gate each day? Or have I settled for the comfort of the wide road? Let us not be
afraid of the narrow path. Jesus walked it first. And He walks it with us. His grace is enough. His mercy is abundant. And His
Kingdom is open to all who truly seek Him. May we have the courage to strive, the humility to repent, and the faith to follow. May
Saint Elizabeth Parish always be a community that helps one another through the narrow gate—into the joy and life that never end.

Fr. Andy Ligot, Pastor



" 7t August 16% & 17t Second Collection
ke, S for Humanitarian Relief

- & z Stewardship Offering . .
wwavorure / /. o in Gaza and Surrounding Areas
slew e /Jé&/& 20t Sunday in OT . ’ - -
Thank you for supporting St. Elizabeth through your Sacrificial Giving L g .,_-j 2( §5z ?
Sunday Offering $9,271.85 : i e ! b Qi
Online Giving $2,697.15 ‘ !
Donation Thru VENMO $1,819.00
Total Donation $13,788.00
Our Lady of Fatima (08/13) $1,351.75
Assumption (08/15) $3,897.00

THE FILIPINO PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE
INVITE YOU TO A PROCESSION AND EUCHARISTIC
CELEBRATION OF THE

JUBILEE OF
MARIAN
DEVOTION

S 1% | awrcfins -"_',‘/f NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF FILIPINO PRIESTS-USA

SATURDRY
SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

11:00 AM

OUR LADY OF PEACE
PARISH AND SHRINE

o 7 OLLEGE

=Rl
This weekend, our parish will join with the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in taking up a
special Second Collection to support our brothers and sisters
who are suffering in Gaza and the surrounding areas.

The Holy Father has expressed his deep sorrow that “Gaza is
starving.” Families there face unimaginable hardship as
The Diocese of San José Y- i Lo, = violence and displacement continue to devastate daily life.
. Fms y ! : . ; : . -
= :r;t(i)ng ;:':atzﬁ:es ~ = Most Rev. Rey Bersabal, DD Chlldren in part.lc.:ular are enduring severe hunger and malnutri

e v | A R — tion. Many families have lost everything and struggle simply to

November 3-8, 2028. Fifth Filipino Bishop i the U.S. survive each day with dignity.

Through this collection, the Catholic Church in the United
States will send vital aid—food, clean water, emergency

PARING PINOY NG SAN JOSE

DIOCESAN COUNCE. OF FILIPING CATHOLICS shelter, medical and psychological care—to those in desperate

need. Funds will be distributed through Catholic Near East

: Welfare Association (CNEWA) and Catholic Relief Services

We will be CLOSED (CRS), two trusted Catholic agencies already working in the

region to provide life-saving assistance.
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g S/ I Your generosity in this collection is a concrete expression of
o our solidarity with the innocent victims of this crisis. Please
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prayerfully consider making a sacrificial gift to help feed the

m D \ \ hungry, heal the wounded, and comfort those who are suffering
¥
‘ so deeply.
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Thank you for your compassion and prayers.
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MASS INTENTIONS
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Sat - Aug 23
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sat - Aug 23
4:00 PM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sat - Aug 23
6:00 PM_VN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Sun - Aug 24
8:00 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Aug 24
9:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Aug 24
11:00 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Sun - Aug 24
12:30 PM_SP
Fr. Andy Ligot

Sun - Aug 24
3:30 PM_VN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Sun - Aug 24
5:30 PM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Mon - Aug 25
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Tue - Aug 26
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Wed - Aug 27
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Thu - Aug 28
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Thuc Si Ho

Fri - Aug 29
8:30 AM_EN
Fr. Andy Ligot

Thx/ Bday: Venecia Boydon, Belle Golos

Thx: Natalie Marie Boydon

W.A: Reggie & Larissa Cabael

Deceased: Maria Maddalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan, Teresita
Algones, Teresita Dawi, Lacy Tam Nguyen, Marcos O. Herra-
dura

Deceased: Nabih Abuappara Jalilie, Alfredo Brahim, Lucy Tam

Nguyen, John Phm Dinh Chuong,

Ana Pham Thi Nhin, Lan Nguyén, Tram Nguyén,
Peter Pham Van Hinh, Teresa Vi Thi Yé’n,
Giuse Pao Van Minh, Giuse Nguyén Vin Truong

Vietnamese Mass Intention

Healing: David Hector, Katharina Kang, Thomas Kang, Jojo
Santiago

Bday: Imelda Icaro, Lia & Kenji Concepcion, Dino Santiago
Deceased: Wilfredo Umacong, Bryan Del Herradura, Michael
De Jesus, June Luman

Thx: Mason Boydon
Deceased: Maria Kim Anh Tran, Maria Pham Thi Man, Maria

Phan Thi Thanh Huong, Emerita P. Estacion, Giuse Mai Tuyen,

Giuse Mai Ty, Teresita Algones,
Nellie Aramburo, Marco O. Herradura, Jr.,

Healing: Monica Bugaoan-Abakan

Thx: Jeric & Chinnie Cruz, Jasmine & Amudhan Manickaraj
Deceased: Priscilla Casumpang Herradura,

Marcelo B. Herradura, Veronica Resendez,

Peter Hiép Ngoc Nguyén, Teresa Vuong Tran,

Florita Angus Lallana

Parishioners’ Intention

Vietnamese Mass Intention

Deceased: Bryan Del Herradura

Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan,
Teresita Algones, Alfred Veluya, Marcos O. Herradura,
Segundino & Rosalia Cabanban

Safe Travel: Tram Pham & Family
Deceased: Mary Golos, Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Teresita Algones,
Giuse Trinh Kim Long, Marcos O. Herrera, Jr.

Thx: Ryan Boydon

Deceased: Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham van Doan,
Teresita Algones, Josefina Belvis Bunuan,

Giuse Trinh Kim Long, Marcos O. Herrera, Jr.

Deceased: Giuse Trinh Kim Long, Cesar Bartolome,
Marcos O. Herrera, Jr., Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Teresita Algones

Bday: Justin Villanueva

Safe Travel: Luong Nhan & Family

Deceased: Giuse Trinh Kim Long, Teresita Algones,
Marcos O. Herrera, Jr., Maria Magdalena,

Giuse Pham Van Doan

MUSIC. FRIENDSHIP. SERVICE.

Sign up after the English Masses
on Aug. 23-24 and Aug. 30-31.
Questions? Contact Tita Mona

at 510-590-8209 or
lovepraychoir@gmail.com,
or Tita May at 408-655-8704.
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C6 Gang Vao Qua Cira Hep

Trong Phic Am Chtia Nhat tudn nay (Lc 13:22- 30) co ngum h01 Chtia Giésu mot

4u hoi ma nhidu ngucn trong chung ta ngdy nay van con thic mic: “Lay Chia, phai
chéng chi c6 mot so it ngwoi duoc cliru d6?” D6 1a mot cau hoi nghi€m tac, cham dén
' nhitng hy vong va ndi so hai sau thim nhét cia chung ta. Chung ta khao khat dugc ¢
" bén Chua mai mai, va hy vong rang Thién dang s€ mo ra cho tat cd moi ngudi. Nhung
- Chua Giésu khong tra 1oi bang nhiing con s6 thong ké hay mot cau tra 101 dut khoat
“C6” hay “Khong”. Thay vao do, Ngai huéng su cha y vao ndi tam va dat ra cho
| ching ta mdt thir thach ca nhan: “Hay ¢ gang vao qua ctra hep.”

Chua Gié-su mudn néi gi qua didu nay? Tu * ‘phén dau bét nguon tir tiéng Hy Lap
agonzzomaz c6 nghia la dau tranh, chién d4u, hodc nd lyc hét ‘minh. Noi cach khac,
doi song Kyto hiru khong hé thu dong Chung ta khong dugc sdng buong thd. N6 doi
hoi no6 luc c6 chu dich, sy kién tri, ky luét, va tin cdy vao on phuc ctia Chtia. “Céng
hep” khong phai 1a mot canh cira vat chat—ma 1a mot 16i song: con duong khiém

Co G:?’lng Vao Qua nhuong, hy sinh, tir bé ban than va yéu thuong.
Cira Hep

T gi Gg’do xww Thanh Elizabeth - “Di qua Cﬁ’q Hep” co y nghia gi? Tai gido x(t chiing
ta, “no lyc budc qua ctra hep” ¢ nghia la song dtre tin dich thyc. D6 1a chon Chua
Giésu moi ngdy, khong chi trong nha thy ngay Chiia Nhat, ma con trong gia dinh, noi
lam viéc, cac mbi trong quan va cac quyét dinh cta ching ta.

Diéu nay co nghla la chung ta pha1 tan tam, chr khong phai hoi hot, tuy tién theo cach cua chiing ta. Cong hep khong phai chi la
viéc danh dau vao céac 6 ton glao hay chi don g1an la dwoc “ghi danh” vao g1ao xtr. Ma 1a dé cho 1ong minh dugc bién d6i bsi Chua
Kit - dé Loi Ngai, cac Bi tich ciia Ngai, va cong dong cua Ngai dinh hinh 16i séng cua ching ta.

N6 c6 nghia la tha thir cho nguc‘n khac khi kho chiu, phuc vu khi bét tién, cho di khi phai tra gi4, va yéu thwong khi dau dén. N6 ¢
nghia la khong thoa hiép véi van hoéa ich ky, chu nghia tiéu dung, hay su tho 0, ma ludn kién dinh trong chan 1y, hy vong va bac ai.
Diéu nay c6 nghla la thoi gian danh cho Chua phal uu tién - qua viéc cau nguyen tho phuong va Bi tich Thanh Thé - hon la nhitng
xao nhang cia cudc séng hién dai. Didu nay c6 nghia la gitp do cong dong giao xtr, khong chi bang sy hién dién, ma con bang thoi
gian, tai nang va tai chanh cuia chiing ta. Mdi hanh dong quang dai va phuc vu s& mé ra canh ctra rong hon mot chit - cho chinh
chung ta va cho ngudi khac.

Suw Trai ngugc I6n lao. Chiia Gié-su canh tinh rang nhleu ngudi ty cho rang minh an toan r01 sé thay minh & bén ngoai, ho go cura -
mot canh cira dong kin. Ngai n6i vé nhing nguoi ké 1é rang: “Lay Chua, chung to1 da an uong v6i Ngai!”—nhu thé chi can gan giii
Vi ton gido hay truyén thong 1a du. Nhung Chua dép: “Ta khong biét cac nguoi tir dau dén.”

Léi dap cuia Chua khién trai tim chiing ta nhtrc nhol N6 nhéc nhé ching ta rang sy ciru r6i khong phai chi 1a sy lién két bén ngoa1
ma 13 méi tuong quan mat thiét. Chiia Gié-su c6 biét ching ta khong" Chung ta co biét Ngai khong? Ching ta da dé Ngai bude vao
nhitng cin phong tham kin trong 1ong minh chwa, hay chung ta chi giit Ngai & ngoai ctra?

That vay Phiuc Am két thuc bang mot 10i day hy vong va ngac nhién: “Ngu'ol ta s& dén tir dong tay, tu béac nam, va s& ngdi vao ban
tiéc trong Nugc Thién Chtia.” D6 chinh 1a hinh dnh cua Gido Hoi hoan vii — moi ngudi thudc moi ching tdc, ngon ngit, hoan canh
va lich str — tAt ca déu budc vao canh cong hep 4y nhd an sing cua Thién Chua. Va that vay, diéu d6 bao gdm ca chung ta tai Gido
xtt Thanh Elizabeth. Chung ta dwoc moi goi tham gia vao doan rudc han hoan 4y. Nhung hon thé nita, chung ta dwoc moi goi dé
moi goi nhitng ngudi khac cung budce vao.

Chao dén Ngwoi Khdac tham dyw vio cugc Hanh Trinh. Céng hep khong c6 nghia 1a chung ta ngan can nguoi khac. Néu chiing ta
thyc sy no lyc theo Chua Kitd, chung ta s& gitip ngudi khac budc di trén con dudng cung ching ta. Tai Saint Elizabeth, didu dé c6
nghia la:

* Chao don ngu’m méi dén va khach dén tham vai sy ndng am.

« Pdng hanh véi nhitng nglr(n dang gap kho khan hoac dang tro vé véi dire tin.

* Phuc vu nguol ngheo ngudi co don, ngum gia va nguoi bi lang quén.

* Giup d& cac cong viéc Muc vu glao ly clia chung ta danh cho tré em, thanh thiéu nién va ngudi 16n.

+ Song nhu nhimng chimg nhén vui tuoi trong cong dong va gla dinh cua chung ta.
Chung ta khong budc di trén con dudng nay mot minh. Chiing ta cung nhau budc di - nhu mét gido xir, nhu mot gia dinh dtrc tin,
gitp d& nhau vugt qua con duong hep dan dén sy song.

Loi Moi Goi Xét Lai Lang Minh. Chiia Nhat nay, 161 Chta Giésu thach thirc chung ta tu hoi khong chi “Li€y t6i c6 dugc ctu 10i
khong"” ma con “Téi ¢6 thue su nd lyc khong?” Toi co dang bude vao cira hep mdi ngay khong? Hay toi dd bang long véi sy thodi
mai cia con duong rong thénh thang?

Chung ta dirng s¢ con duong hep. Chila Gié-su da di trudce. Va Nga1 dong hanh v6i chiing ta. An sung cua Ngai la du. Long thuong
x6t ciia Ngai la du dat. Va Vuong qudc cia Ngal rong mé cho tat cd nhung ai thyc sy tim kiém Ngai. Xin cho chung con ¢6 long
can dam de phan dau, 1ong khiém nhuong de sam h01 va duec tin de noi theo. Xin cho Gido xit Thanh Elizabeth lu6n la mot cong
ddng gitp d& 1dn nhau qua canh ctra hep - tién vao niém vui va sy song bat tan.

Cha so Andy C. Ligot
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Esfuércense por entrar por la puerta estrecha

En e Evangelio de este domingo (Lucas 13,22-30), alguien le
pregunta a Jesus una cuestion profunda y directa: “Sefior, ;es verdad
que son pocos los que se salvan?” Es una pregunta que aun hoy nos
hacemos. Todos deseamos la salvacion, anhelamos estar con Dios
eternamente, y esperamos que el cielo esté abierto para todos. Pero
Jesus no responde con cifras ni certezas matematicas. En lugar de eso,
dirige nuestra atenciéon hacia una invitacion personal: “Esfuércense
por entrar por la puerta estrecha.”

(Qué quiere decir Jests con esto? El verbo “esforzarse” en el idioma
original griego (agonizomai) implica luchar, competir, darlo todo con |
intensidad. La vida cristiana no es un camino pasivo. Requiere
decision, perseverancia, humildad y un deseo profundo de vivir segiin
el Evangelio.

¢ Qué significa esto aqui en nuestra Parroquia de Santa Elisabeth? |
Para nosotros en Santa Elisabeth, “entrar por la puerta estrecha”
significa vivir la fe con autenticidad. No basta con asistir a misa o +21ER DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO *
estar registrado en la parroquia. Se trata de un compromiso diario: P 5

elegir a Jesus en nuestras palabras, acciones y decisiones, dentro y ESFUERCENSE POR
fuera del templo. Es la puerta de la entrega, del perdon, del servicio, ENTRAR POR LA
del sacrificio. Es dar cuando cuesta, amar cuando duele, y seguir PUERTA ANGOSTA”,
creyendo cuando todo parece dificil. Es vivir con una fe que transfor-
ma nuestra vida y toca la de los demas.

P

r

Significa también priorizar nuestra relacion con Dios: dedicar tiempo a la oracion, al sacramento de la Eucaristia, a la
formacion espiritual y a servir a nuestra comunidad con generosidad. Cada acto de amor abre la puerta un poco mas,
para nosotros y para los que nos rodean.

Los ultimos serdn los primeros. Jesus nos advierte que no todos los que creen estar seguros entraran al Reino. Algunos
diran: “iHemos comido y bebido contigo!” Pero el Sefior les respondera: “No sé de donde vienen.” Esto nos invita a
examinar nuestro corazon. ;Conocemos verdaderamente a Jesus? ;Le hemos permitido entrar en lo mas profundo de
nuestra vida, o solo lo tenemos como una presencia lejana?

Pero el Evangelio también nos da esperanza: “Vendran de oriente y occidente, del norte y del sur, y se sentaran a la me-
sa en el Reino de Dios.” La puerta esta abierta a todos. El cielo no es exclusivo. Todos estamos llamados. La comunidad
de Santa Isabel es parte de esa Iglesia universal que camina hacia el Reino.

Ayudar a otros a entrar por la puerta. La puerta estrecha no significa que excluyamos a otros. Al contrario, si realmen-
te estamos siguiendo a Cristo, ayudamos a otros a encontrar el camino. Aqui en Santa Isabel eso se manifiesta en:

Recibir con alegria a quienes nos visitan o regresan a la fe.

Acompafiar con amor a los que sufren, estan solos o se sienten alejados.
Servir a los pobres, los enfermos, los ancianos, los inmigrantes.
Apoyar la catequesis de nuestros nifios, jovenes y adultos.

Vivir como testigos de esperanza en nuestras familias y comunidades.

Una invitacion a reflexionar. Este domingo, Jesus nos invita a mirar dentro de nosotros: ;Estoy realmente esforzando-
me? ;Estoy caminando por la puerta estrecha o me he acomodado en lo facil, en lo ancho, en lo superficial?

No tengamos miedo del camino estrecho. Jests va delante de nosotros y nos acompafia con su gracia. Su misericordia es
mas grande que nuestras caidas. Su amor nos sostiene. Que como comunidad de Santa Elisabeth sigamos caminando
juntos, ayudandonos unos a otros a entrar por la puerta que lleva a la vida eterna.

P. Andy Ligot, Pdrroco



SEPIEMSER Parish
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Nhitng Nguei Hanh Huong
ctia Hy Vong

7 =y A
’ | \ 1 il Xin ngan d&i tdn tung va ta on Thién Chia
— ’ = Y ' dé luén dii thurong chiic phiic cho Céng Doan Viét Nam Gido xi Thdnh Elizabeth déu yéu
Congr atulations Congratulations to the Saint Monica Group!
to the Saint Monica Group! We joyfully congratulate the Saint Monica Group of

: o Saint Elizabeth Parish for being the lucky winner of
August 13th Early-bird Prize Winner One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in our first
& Pre-Draw that took place yesterday, August 13, 2025,
ﬁ after the beautiful Mass and Marian Procession in
é& ‘ honor of Our Lady of Fatima.

ﬁ In an inspiring act of generosity, the Saint Monica

Group has pledged their entire winning back to our
Parish. We are deeply grateful for their love and
commitment to Saint Elizabeth.

. Our parish family is truly blessed to have you as one of

®  our vibrant and faith-filled religious organizations.
May Our Lady continue to guide and intercede for you

in your mission of prayer, service, and community.

Thank yb yr continued support and generosity!

6



Thank you for your continued support and generosity!
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Mass of Our Lady of Fatima

Sponsored by the Parish Pastoral Council Wednesday, August 13, 2025
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