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May 03, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter
A Pilgrimage of Grace and a Homecoming of the Heart

‘ MONTH OF 5 With deep gratitude to God, I share with you the spiritual fruits of our recent Marian
,,:}’ Mary, Mother Pilgrimage to Europe and my brief but meaningful homecoming visit to Pamplona,

B of God

Navarra in Spain. It was truly a journey marked by grace, perseverance, and profound
encounters with the Lord through the loving intercession of our Blessed Mother. Our
pilgrimage brought us to some of the most beloved Marian shrines in the world.

In Medjugorje, 1 had the privilege of presiding at the English Mass at Saint James
Church. Celebrating the Eucharist in that sacred place, where countless pilgrims seek
reconciliation and renewal, was a deeply humbling experience. Many of our pilgrims
courageously climbed Apparition Hill, praying the Rosary along the way, offering their
intentions with great faith and devotion. From there, we journeyed to Lourdes, a place so
) closely associated with healing and hope. I was honored to preside at the evening

Candlelight Marian Procession, a powerful expression of faith as thousands of pilgrims
walk together in prayer under the night sky. WE celebrated Mass the following day at the Grotto.

Our pilgrimage concluded in Fatima, where Our Lady appeared to the three shepherd children. The evening we arrived,
I presided at the Candlelight Procession, joining pilgrims from around the world in honoring Our Blessed Mother. The
following day, I had the grace of presiding at Mass in the Chapel of the Apparitions, a sacred space filled with quiet
reverence and profound spiritual significance. That same evening, a moment of unexpected grace came when I was
invited to preside at the Rosary. After the Rosary, I was pleasantly surprised to witness the continuation of the evening
with a Eucharistic Procession, culminating in Solemn Benediction. It was a deeply moving experience, one that I wished
would never end, as we stood in the presence of the Lord, united in prayer and adoration. Truly, Fatima reminds us of
the call to prayer, repentance, and conversion, a message that remains ever relevant today.

Despite the many challenges we faced, particularly the disruptions caused by the Lufthansa airline strike, our pilgrimage
remained a powerful testament to faith and trust in God’s providence. With limited sleep, rerouted flights, and unex-
pected changes, our pilgrims demonstrated remarkable patience and resilience. Indeed, what could have been a source
of frustration became an opportunity for grace. As Scripture reminds us, “for those who love God, all things work
together for good.”

After bidding farewell to our pilgrims as they returned home to California from Lisbon, I continued on a personal jour-
ney to Pamplona, a place very dear to my heart. I flew via Madrid and arrived in Pamplona, where I spent formative
years of my priestly and academic life. The following morning, I celebrated Sunday Mass at the Colegio Eclesiastico
Internacional Bidasoa, the seminary where I was formed. It was a beautiful and joyful liturgy with 99 seminarians from
all over the world, joined by their formation directors. Standing once again at that altar, I was filled with gratitude for
the gift of my vocation and the years of formation that shaped my priesthood.

The next day, I was warmly received by the Deans of the Faculties of Theology and Canon Law at the University of
Navarra, where I completed my studies. It was a moment of joyful reunion and thanksgiving. I also had the opportunity
to reconnect with families in Pamplona and Tafalla who had become part of my life during those years. Their kindness
and friendship remain a cherished blessing.

I returned last Thursday and was grateful to be back at Saint Elizabeth Parish in time for our First Friday Mass and this
weekend’s liturgies. As I resume my pastoral duties, I am mindful that [ have only a couple of months remaining before
my transition to full-time diocesan ministry as Auxiliary Bishop, Vicar General, Chancellor, and Director of the Office
of Missions and Ongoing Formation of the Clergy.

These remaining days are precious to me. I intend to make the most of this time to be present to you, to complete our
parish projects, and to continue building upon the strong foundation we have together. I am deeply grateful for your
unwavering support, generosity, and love for our parish. Please know that wherever I may be, I carry each of you in my
heart and in my prayers. May Our Blessed Mother continue to guide us ever closer to her Son.

" Bishop Andy Ligot, Your Pastor
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S.I/Thx: Joseph Cu & Family

Bday: Elizabeth Lopez

Deceased: Federico Fontecha, Jr., Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung,
Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena, Giuse Pham Van Doan,
Emma Sanchez

Thx: De Villa & Guarin Famlies, Ronaldo Guarin,
Jerry & Anne Angeles Healing: Alfredo Eron
Deceased: Lucy Tam Ngyen, Ester Cruz, Brian Manuel Braga

Vietnamese Mass Intentions

W.A: John & Belle Golos (41st WA)
Healing: Katharina Kang, Thomas kang
Deceased: Giuse Vu Minh Tran, Brian Manuel Braga

Deceased: Juana Delos Santos, Rudy & Emerita Estacion,
Cesario Simon, Paul Camposanto, Joehl Garlit, Teresita Algones,
maria Pham Thi Man, Maria Phan Thi Thanh Huong,

Giuse Mai Ty, Giuse Mai Tuyen, John Fernando Gomez,

Susie Contreras, Brian Manuel Braga, Basilio & Norma Boydon,
Maria Kim Anh Tran

Healing: Monica Bgaoan-Abakan

Thx: Esther Boado & Family

Deceased: Teresa Vuong Trén, Joseph Cir Ngoc Nguyén,

Peter Chin Ngoc Nguyén, Mary Rung Thi Trinh,

Peter Hiép Ngoc Nguyén, Martin Duy Khiém Ngoc Nguyén,
Veronica Resendez, Aurea Rubina, Brian Manuel Braga,
Bienvenido Rubina, Sr., Pedro Boado, Aurora Abad-Wikkinson,
Josefina Prado, Dominador Vicente, Marita Macchi, Vic Manalo,
Boy Efren Manalo

Deceased: Bianca Monje
Vietnamese Mass Intentions
Deceased: Brian Manuel Braga

Deceased: Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung,
Romeo Garcia, Desiderio Subingsubing

Bday: Jessie Garcia
Deceased: Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung

Thx: Annie Angeles, Jennifer Boydon

Deceased: Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung,
John Fernando Gomez, Susie Contreras

Deceased: Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena,
Giuse Pham Van Doan, Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung,
Paul Auchter

Thx: Emmanuel Boydon, Jessie & Gemma (Anniv/Thx)
Deceased: Teresita Algones, Maria Magdalena,

Giuse Pham Van Doan, Bernardo Nguyen Nhu Hung,
Enriqueta Cu

6:30PM Confirmation Mass

. £iy .. April 25t & 26t
N L 5

4[5;‘2?&;5;?44&' Fourth Sunday of Easter

Thank you for supporting St. Elizabeth through your Sacrificial Giving

Sunday Offering $10,297.10
Online Giving $1,805.60
Donation Thru VENMO $1,912.26
Total Donation $14,014.96
JAPC Food Sale (04/26) $2,360.00

ABOUT OUR KNEELERS
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I have recently become aware of some | |
comments circulating on social media &
regarding the installation of kneelers in
our church. I would like to address these
concerns directly, with clarity and charity.

First, let me say this clearly: our parish is,
and will always be, a home for everyone:
the young and the elderly, the able-bodied
and those with physical limitations, the
poor and the well-to-do. No one is exclud-
ed. No one is being “pushed aside.” This is simply not true.

The installation of kneelers and the modesty island was done to
enhance our worship and provide an option for those who wish
to kneel in prayer, especially during the most sacred
moments of the Mass. At the same time, no one is required to
kneel, and we remain fully attentive to the needs of our seniors
and those who require seating accommodations.

In fact, we are intentionally designating accessible seating in
the front area for those who use canes, walkers, or wheelchairs,
so they may participate more fully and comfortably in the litur-
gy. Our desire is not to separate, but to include and care for all.

We deeply honor and are grateful for the generations before us,
especially our seniors, whose sacrifices, hard work, and gener-
osity built this parish. We stand on their shoulders, and we
remain committed to caring for them with love, respect, and
dignity.

At the same time, we must remember that the Church is not
only a building, but a living community of faith, called to
grow, adapt, and serve the needs of all generations. Our
decisions are always guided by prayer, pastoral care, and the
good of the whole community.

I humbly ask that if anyone has concerns, questions, or
suggestions, please come and speak with me directly. I am
always willing to listen. Let us avoid making nasty com-
ments, assumptions or hurtful remarks online or verbally for
others to hear, and instead choose the path of understanding,
dialogue, and unity.

Let us be mindful of our words, especially in public
forums. As followers of Christ, we are called to build one
another up, not tear one another down.

May we continue to grow together as one parish family, united
in faith, hope, and love.

In Christ,
K Bishop Andy Ligot, Pastor



RENEWED AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD

DIOCESE OF
SAN JOSE

Reverence and Proper Etiquette in the House of God

Dear brothers and sisters,

Our church is a sacred place—a house of prayer where the faithful come to encounter God in silence, peace,
and reverence before, during, and after the Holy Mass. In order to preserve this sacred atmosphere, I would
like to gently remind everyone of some important guidelines for proper church etiquette:

1. Maintain a spirit of silence and prayer. Out of respect for those who are preparing themselves for
Mass, please keep conversations to a minimum and speak in low tones. The church is not a social hall, but a
place for prayerful recollection. For this reason, all choirs have been instructed not to hold music practice
inside the church before Mass. They may instead use available classrooms for rehearsals.

2. Be mindful of others, especially regarding children. We warmly welcome families with children. At
the same time, if a child becomes restless or begins to make noise, we kindly ask parents to make use of

the cry room, which is provided for this purpose. This helps ensure that everyone can participate in the Mass
with minimal distraction.

3. No eating or drinking inside the church. Out of reverence for the sacred space, eating and drinking
are not permitted, with the exception of water when necessary. Chewing gum is also not appropriate in
church.

4. Help keep our church clean and orderly. Please take all your belongings with you after Mass,
including water bottles, tissues, and any trash. Do not leave Kleenex, napkins, or paper in the pews or on the
floor. Weekend bulletins are meant to be taken home for later reading, not left behind in the seats or read
during Mass.

5. Respect the arrangement of the church. Please do not move chairs, especially toward the back of the
church, as this can impede the flow of people and may pose a safety concern. After each Mass, our ushers
and liturgical ministers are asked to check the seating area, ensure that chairs are properly aligned, and that
nothing is left behind.

Dear friends, the responsibility of keeping our church a place of prayer, beauty, and reverence belongs to all
of us. Let us work together to create an environment where everyone can truly encounter the Lord in peace
and dignity. Thank you for your understanding, cooperation, and love for our parish church.

Most Reverend Andy Ligot, Pastor
Auxiliary Bishop of San José




Hanh hwong An suing va Tré vé Mai Trwdrng Xwa

Vi 1ong tri an sdu xa Thién Chua, t6i xin chia s¢ cung quy vi nhung hoa trai thiéng heng tur
chuyen Hanh huong Puc Mg tai Chau Au vira qua cua chung t6i, ciing nhu chuyén vé thim
ngan ngui cua toi noi toi da dugc dao luyén; nhung day y nghia tai Pamplona Navarra (Tay
Ban Nha) Do thyce sy 1a cugc hanh huong tham day an sung, sy kién tri, cung nhiing cudc gap
go su nhiém v6i Chia qua 1o chuyen cau day yéu thuong cua Dirc Me. Chuyen hanh huong
nay da dua chung t6i dén tham mot sb trong nhitng Pén thanh Ptic Me dugc yéu mén nhét trén
the gidi.

Tai Medjugorje (Mé& Du) t6i da vinh du dugc chu sy Thanh 1& bang tleng Anh tai Nha tho
Thanh Giacobé. Vigc cu hanh Bi tich Thanh Thé tai chdn linh thleng ay—norl v van khach
hanh hu’ong tim kiém sy hoa gidi va d6i m6i tim hon—thye su 14 mot kinh nghiém khién t6i vO cung cam nghlem than
phéan khiém ha cua minh. Nhiéu khach hanh huong trong doan chung t6i dd can dam leo 1én Ddi Hién ra, vura di vira lan
hat Man Cdi, dang Ién nhimg y y nguyén cua minh v6i niém tin va long sung kinh sau xa. Tur 6, chung t6i tlep tuc hanh
trinh den Lourdes—rnot noi gan lién mat thiét voi su chira lanh va niém hy vong. T6i da vinh du duogc chu t& Cudc rudce
bang nén buc Mg vao budi t01—mot biéu hién duc tin ddy manh liét, khi hang ngan khach hanh huong cung nhau budc
di trong 101 ciu nguyén dudi bau troi dém. Ngay hém sau, ching t6i da ctr hanh Thénh 1& tai Hang d4 Dirc Me.

Chuyén hanh huong cia chung t6i da khép lai tai Fatima, noi Dlrc M¢ da hién ra v6i ba em bé chan chién. Vao budi i
chung toi vura dat chan dén, t6i da cha sy Cude rudc Nén, cung hoa chung véi cac khach hanh hwong tir khip noi trén
thé gidi dé t6n vinh Ptc Me Chi Thanh. Ngay hom sau, t6i da nhan dugc 4 an phuc, vinh dy dugc chu sy Thanh 1€ tai
Nha nguyén noi Pttic Me Hién ra—mot khong canh thanh thién, tran ngép bau khi ton kinh thdm tram va mang y nghla
linh thiéng v6 cung siu xa. Cling chinh vao budi téi hom ay, mot khoanh khic hong 4n bat ngo da dén khi t6i duogc moi
chu sy doc Kinh Man C6i. Sau khi két thuc Kinh Man Coi, toi da vo cung ngac nhién va han hoan khi ching klen

chuong trinh budi t6i tiép theo bang Cudc rude Thanh Thé, va dat dén dinh diém 1a Nghi thirc Ban Phép lanh trong thé.

D6 thuc su la mot trai nghi€m vo cung cam dong—mot trai nghlem ma toi udc mong sao s chang bao gio két thiic—
khi chiing t6i cung ding trude sy hién dién cua Chua, h1ep nhéat vOi nhau trong 101 cau nguyén va sy ton kinh. Qua thyec,

Fatima nhic nho chung ta vé 101 moi goi hay cau nguyen sam hdi va canh tan doi sdng—mot st diép van luén mang
tron ven tinh thoi sy va ¥ nghia siu sa cho dén tan ngay hom nay.

Bét chip v6 van kho khan ma chung t6i phai dbi mat—dic biét 1a nhu’ng khi bi gian doan do cu¢c dinh cong cia hang
hang khong Lufthansa gay ra—chuyen hanh huong cua chung t61 van mai la mot minh chung hung hdn cho niém tin va
su pho thac vao sy quan phong cua Thién Chia. Du thiéu ngu, phai doi may bay lién tuc va gap phai nhitng thay doi bat
ng0, cac tin hiru hanh huong cua ching t6i van thé hién mot su kién nhan va sirc chiu dung that dang kham phuc. Qua
thuc, diéu 18 ra da c6 thé tro thanh ly do cua sy buc boi, lai bién thanh mot co hoi de doén nhan an sung Nhu Kinh
Thanh d3 nhic nho ching ta: “doi véi nhitng ai yéu mén Thién Chila, moi sw déu gép phan mang lai diéu tot dep.”

Sau khi chia tay doan hanh huong khi ho tr¢ vé California tir Lisbon, t6i tiép tuc hanh trinh riéng ctiia minh dén Pamplo—
na — mdt noi vo cung than thuong trong trai tim t6i. Toi bay qua canh qua Madrid va dit chan dén Pamplona, noi t6i da
trai qua nhitng nim thang dinh hinh doi linh myc va hoc tip ctia minh. Sang hom sau, t6i cir hanh Thanh 1& Chiia Nhat
tai Coleglo Eclesiastico Internacional Bidasoa — Dai chung vién noi t6i tirng duge dao tao. D6 la mot thanh 18 tuyét dep
va tran ngdp niém vui, v6i su tham dy cua 99 thay dai chung sinh dén tur khap noi trén the g101 cung voi céc cha g1a0
dao tao ho. Khi mét lan nira dimg bén ban tho ay, long t6i tran ngap niém tri an trudc hong an on goi ciia minh, ciing
nhu nhitg nim thang dao tao da gop phan dinh hinh doi linh myc ca toi.

Ngay hom sau, t6i da dugc cac Truong khoa Than hoc va Gido luat tai Dai hoc Navarra—noi t6i tung hoan tat viéc
hoc—don tiép mot cach ndng hau. Do 1a mot khoanh khic cia niém vui doan tu va 10ng tri an. Toi cling ¢o dip gap lai
nhiing gia dinh tai Pamplona va Tafalla—nhung ngudi di tré thanh mot phan trong cudc séng cua ti sudt nhirng nim
thang ay. Long tét va tinh bang hitu ctia ho van ludn 1a mot an phiic déng tran quy.

Toi da tro vé vao thir Nam tudn trude va cam thay that biét on khi dugc tr¢ lai Gido xtr Saint Elizabeth kip lac tham du
Thanh 1& Thir Sau dau thang cling nhu cac cir hanh phung vu trong cudi tuan nay. Khi tiép tuc dam nhan cac bon phan
muc vy ctia minh, ti luén ¥ thirc rang chi con lai vai thang nira trudc khi toi chuyén sang phuc vu tron thoi g1an cho
Giao phén véi cac trong trach: Giam muc Phu t4, Tong Pai dién, Chudng an, va Giam ddc Van phong Truyén gido kiém
Huén luyén thuong xuyén cho hang gido si.

Nhiing ngay con lai nay that quy bau dbi véi toi. Toi nguyen tan dung t6i da khoang thoi gian nay de hién dién tron ven
bén quy vi, dé hoan tat cac dy an ciia g1a0 xtr chung ta, va dé tiép tuc vun dap trén nén tang Vu’ng chic ma ching ta da
cung nhau xay dyng. T6i v0 cung tri 4n sy ung ho bén bi, long quang dai va tinh y€u thuong ma quy vi danh cho gido
XU cua chung ta. Xin quy vi hdy tin rang, du t01 ¢ & bat cr noi dau, t6i van luén mang hinh 4nh moi nguoi
trong quy vi noi trai tim va trong nhung 161 cau nguyén cua minh. Nguyén xin Ptrc Me tiép tuc din dét ching
ta ngdy cang tién lai gan hon véi Con ctia Me.

Y1 Giam muc Andy C. Ligot, Cha s¢




Una Peregrinacion de Gracia y un Regreso al Corazon

Con profunda gratitud a Dios, deseo compartir con ustedes los frutos espirituales de
nuestra reciente Peregrinacion Mariana por Europa, asi como mi breve pero signifi-
cativo regreso a Pamplona, Navarra, en Espafia. Ha sido verdaderamente una expe-
riencia marcada por la gracia, la perseverancia y encuentros profundos con el Sefior
por medio de la amorosa intercesion de nuestra Santisima Madre.

Nuestra peregrinacion nos llevé a algunos de los santuarios marianos mas queridos
del mundo. En Medjugorje, tuve el privilegio de presidir la Misa en inglés de las
10:00 AM en Iglesia de Santiago. Celebrar la Eucaristia en ese lugar sagrado, donde
tantos peregrinos buscan reconciliacion y renovacion espiritual, fue una experiencia
profundamente conmovedora. Muchos de nuestros peregrinos también subieron con
gran fe el Monte de las Apariciones, rezando el Santo Rosario y ofreciendo sus
intenciones al Sefior. Desde alli, viajamos a Lourdes, un lugar tan estrechamente
ligado a la sanacién y la esperanza. Tuve el honor de presidir la Procesion Mariana
de las Velas al atardecer, una poderosa expresion de fe en la que miles de peregrinos caminan juntos en oracion bajo el
cielo nocturno. Celebramos la Misa al dia siguiente en la Gruta.

Nuestra peregrinacion concluyé en Fatima, donde la Virgen se aparecio a los tres pastorcitos. La noche de nuestra llega-
da, presidi la Procesion de las Velas, uniéndome a peregrinos de todo el mundo para honrar a la Santisima Virgen. Al
dia siguiente, tuve la gracia de presidir la Misa en la Capilla de las Apariciones, un espacio sagrado lleno de reverencia
silenciosa y profundo significado espiritual. Esa misma noche, un momento de gracia inesperada me acompafié cuando
me invitaron a presidir el Rosario. Después del Rosario, me sorprendid gratamente presenciar la continuacion de la
velada con una Procesion Eucaristica, que culmind con la Solemne Bendicién. Fue una experiencia profundamente
conmovedora, una que deseé que nunca terminara, mientras estdbamos en presencia del Sefior, unidos en oraciéon y
adoracion. En verdad, Fatima nos recuerda el llamado a la oracidn, al arrepentimiento y a la conversion, un mensaje que
sigue siendo muy relevante hoy en dia.

A pesar de los muchos desafios que enfrentamos, especialmente las dificultades causadas por la huelga de pilotos de
Lufthansa, nuestra peregrinacion fue un verdadero testimonio de fe y confianza en la providencia de Dios. Con cambios
inesperados, poco descanso y ajustes constantes, nuestros peregrinos mostraron paciencia, generosidad y un espiritu
admirable. Lo que pudo haber sido motivo de frustracion se convirtié en ocasion de gracia. Como nos recuerda la
Sagrada Escritura: “Todo coopera para el bien de los que aman a Dios.”

Después de despedirme de nuestros peregrinos en Lisboa, quienes regresaban a California, continué mi viaje personal
hacia Pamplona, un lugar muy querido para mi. Viajé via Madrid y llegué a Pamplona, donde vivi afios muy importan-
tes de formacion sacerdotal y académica. A la manana siguiente, celebré la Santa Misa dominical en el Colegio
Eclesiastico Internacional Bidasoa, el seminario donde fui formado. Fue una liturgia muy hermosa junto a 99 seminaris-
tas provenientes de diversas partes del mundo, acompafiados por sus formadores. Volver a ese altar llen6 mi corazén de
gratitud por el don de mi vocacion.

Al dia siguiente, fui recibido cordialmente por los Decanos de las Facultades de Teologia y de Derecho Candnico de la
Universidad de Navarra, donde realicé mis estudios. Fue un momento de reencuentro lleno de alegria y accion de
gracias. También tuve la oportunidad de visitar a familias en Pamplona y Tafalla, quienes fueron parte importante de mi
vida durante aquellos afios. Su cercania y amistad siguen siendo una bendicion.

Regresé el jueves pasado y doy gracias a Dios por estar nuevamente en Parroquia Santa Elisabeth, a tiempo para la
Misa del Primer Viernes y las celebraciones de este fin de semana. Al retomar mis labores pastorales, soy consciente de
que me quedan pocos meses antes de iniciar mi transicion al ministerio diocesano a tiempo completo como Obispo
Augxiliar, Vicario General, Canciller y Director de la Oficina de Misiones y de la Formacion Permanente del Clero.

Estos dias que me quedan en la parroquia son muy valiosos para mi. Deseo aprovecharlos al maximo, estando cercano a
ustedes, concluyendo nuestros proyectos parroquiales y fortaleciendo todo lo que juntos hemos construido. Les
agradezco profundamente su generosidad, su apoyo constante y su amor por nuestra comunidad parroquial. Tengan la
seguridad de que siempre los llevo en mi corazon y en mis oraciones. Que nuestra Santisima Madre nos siga
guiando siempre hacia su Hijo.

"X Monsefior Andy Ligot, Su Pdrroco




RENEWED AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD

DIOCESE OF
SAN JOSE

Renewed at the Table of the Lord: Beginning Our Journey of Liturgical Renewal
Apr 7,2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let me share something with you that I rarely say aloud: even for me, after years of celebrating Mass,
there are days when I arrive at the altar and realize I have let the mystery of God’s love slip past me. The
words are familiar. The gestures are routine. And yet, somewhere between arrival and the final blessing,
distracted by the issues of life, I have gone through the motions rather than reflecting consciously on the
sacred mysteries celebrated. I suspect I am not alone in this. While the sacrament is still effective in
these cases, we do not spiritually profit from the encounter as if we were attentive.

I think that is the greatest risk with anything sacred: that because it is always there, it becomes white
noise and we stop seeing it for what it is. The Mass is the source and summit of our entire life as
Catholics. Yet it is possible to be present at the most extraordinary mystery in the universe and come
away without having duly appreciated it, simply because we were not paying attention or not aware of
what we just experienced.

The reality is: what takes place every time Mass is celebrated is breathtaking, and nothing less than
God’s saving action in the world. The Paschal Mystery, the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, is not a mere recollection of past events at Mass. Those sacred actions of the past become present
to us. Now. At this altar. In this church. With this community. Jesus is here, offering himself and rising
from the dead, today, for you, for me, each one of us! If we are mindful of this, we would be in awe
every single time we walked through the church doors.

This is why I am writing to you today: to invite everyone in our diocese into a two-year journey of
liturgical renewal we are calling Renewed at the Table of the Lord. This is not a program. It is an
invitation to see again and rediscover the wonder that is already waiting for us every time we come to
the Lord’s Table for Mass.

It helps to remember even something as sacred as our liturgy can get lost in the busyness of our lives.
Unlike our daily activities, the Mass is not something we initiate. Christ is the one who convokes us to
gather for Liturgy. He calls his people together; he invites us into the mystery of his redeeming love. In
the Liturgy, we are actively responding to something he has already initiated.

Thus, the Second Vatican Council calls us to participate in the liturgy fully, consciously, and actively.
Not doing more things: not that everyone needs to be a lector or a choir member. It means responding
with our whole selves — with all we are — our grief, our distraction, our gratitude, our doubt. All of it.



And letting Christ transform our hearts and our lives through His Word and His Body and Blood. This is
what stops the Mass from being just another familiar event while we think about our shopping list or the
afternoon game.

There is a moment at Mass I find myself returning to when I think about this: the presentation of the
bread and wine at the Preparation of the Gifts. This simple ritual has rich significance. A first century
Christian text says this about the bread offered at Mass: “As this piece [of bread] was scattered over the
hills and then was brought together and made one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends
of the earth into you Kingdom” (Didache 9:4). The bread and wine represent us, gathered from our
individual homes and lives — with our ordinary daily pains and joys and failures and hopes — brought to
the altar and offered to God to be transformed. We are not passive observers at Mass. We are there
because God called us. And that transformation is meant to happen to you and to me, personally, every
single time.

And so, this spring, we begin our diocesan Liturgical Renewal with the Introductory Rites: those
opening moments of the Mass when we gather as one body, acknowledge our need for God’s mercy, and
then lift our voices in praise before we hear His word. In the weeks ahead, your parish will offer
reflections, bulletin articles, and resources to help you discover the rich meanings those familiar moments
hold. And over the next two years, we will walk through each part of the Mass, season by season,
together.

Here are some ideas I recommend to help us prepare in the coming weeks:

+ Arrive a few minutes early. We do this to quiet our heart. Look at the faces around you and remember
this is the Body of Christ.

+ Bring what is real. We do not come to Mass as blank slates or as fully achieved saints. Come with
whatever is true for you this week: joy, exhaustion, anger, grief. Bring it to the Lord in gratitude and
petition. The liturgy has room for all of it. Christ is waiting precisely for that.

+ Lift your voice. God does not ask for professional singers. He asks for prayerful ones. Your voice,
however humble, belongs in the song of the Church.

+ Read the liturgical materials your parish shares. The parish bulletin articles on various parts of the
Mass, the diocesan website, and the teachings after Mass, these are your companions on this journey.
Let them open the liturgy for you in new ways.

My deepest prayer is that through this renewal, each of you will experience what has sustained me
through all the challenges of own life and ministry: that the Mass is not simply a ritual we observe, but an
encounter we participate in. I hope that you will depart Mass each time deeply convinced that you have
just been met, and continue to be accompanied, by the living God who knows you personally, who knows
what you carry in your heart, and who loves you more than you can imagine. :

Let us walk this road to be Renewed at the Table of the Lord Together.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Oscar Cantu
Bishop of San José
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