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August 23, 2026 21st Sunday In Ordinary Time

THREE WORDS. ONE IDENTITY IN CHRIST.

.'.

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 16:13-20), Jesus asks His disciples two important questions.
First, He asks, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” The disciples answer with what
others think: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.
Then Jesus asks a much deeper question:
“But who do you say that I am?”

Peter responds with one of the greatest professions of faith in Scripture:

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus isn’t asking what He does. He is asking about His identity.
We often introduce ourselves by describing what we do: “I'm a teacher,” “I’'m an engineer,”
“I'm retired,” “I’'m a parent.” Those answers are fine, but they don’t reach the heart of who we are.
Recently, Nike launched a campaign asking not simply, “Just Do It,” but “Why Do It?”

The campaign encourages young people to look beyond actions and discover the deeper purpose
behind them. In a similar way, Jesus invites us to look beneath our titles, accomplishments, and

responsibilities to ask a more important question:
Who am I?
Our deepest identity has already been given to us. We are beloved sons and daughters of God,
created in His image and likeness. Everything we do should flow from that identity.
The next question becomes: What values define that identity?
For me, three words guide my life and ministry:

Integrity | ~— striving to be honest and faithful in every situation.
Humility | = putting others first, following Jesus who washed His disciples’ feet.
Empathy | — secing each person with the compassion and love of Christ.

These are not just qualities to admire; they are values I hope others experience through my life.

HOMEWORK FOR THIS WEEK: Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” As a beloved child of God, what three values define
your identity? Choose three words to live by and ask yourself each day:

“Do these values help me become more like Jesus?”

Fr. Steve Kim, Pastor
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Honoring Michael & Barbara Donnelly
With Gratitude & Best Wishes

Mike and Barbara Donnelly, along with their children, served St. Elizabeth community for 37
years, when Mass was still being celebrated in the Savers store on Dempsey Road while the
church was under construction. During their many years at St. Elizabeth, Mike and Barbara
became deeply involved in parish life, generously sharing their time, talents, and faith with
the community.

Mike served the Knights of Columbus in numerous leadership roles, including Grand Knight,
Faithful Navigator, District Deputy, and Chapter President. He also brought plenty of joy to
parish celebrations as “Santa Claus” at the Ladies’ Boutique, with his grandchildren joining in
the fun as his “elves.” Mike and Barbara also shared their love of music and worship by singing *
together in the 11:00 a.m. choir.

Mike and Barbara were especially dedicated to supporting families and young people in the |
parish. When the priest was unavailable, they took responsibility for leading Baptism
classes. Committed to preparing themselves well for this ministry, they even attended the
Los Angeles Religious Education Congress to learn all they could about conducting the
classes. Their care for newly baptized families extended beyond the Baptism itself: three months afterward,
they hosted potlucks to reconnect with parents and their children and continue building a sense of community.

For 10 years Michael and Barbara worked with the teens, taking them on overnight trip- busload of 80 teens to
the mountains where they had Mass in the snow and trips to the Santa Cruz where they had Mass on the beach.
Among their most enjoyable trips were the Weekends in the Santa Cruz mountains - for the Confirmation
Preparation Retreat. Mike and Barbara facilitated the R.C.LA program, being a Scoutmaster was another
reflection of his commitment to mentoring and guiding young people.

Barbara was an active member of the Roses of St. Elizabeth and served as its president. Through the Roses, she
organized basket sales that helped support charitable projects undertaken by both the Roses and the Knights of
Columbus. She also helped organize book sales to raise funds to assist women in prison.

Barbara and the Roses sponsored Lenten retreats for the women of the parish, with members of the Knights of
Columbus preparing and serving lunch. They also hosted an annual “Handicapables” event, welcoming members of
an organization established more than 50 years ago under the umbrella of Catholic Charities in Santa Clara. The
name reflected its uplifting message: “handicaps, but still capable.” During the gathering, the parish priest
celebrated a special Mass for the guests, followed by lunch and a lively game of Bingo with prizes—a day devoted
to faith, fellowship, and joy.

Barbara’s ministry was also especially evident during times of loss. When a member of the St. Elizabeth
community passed away, Barbara and the Roses often supported grieving families by providing meals and
assisting with funeral receptions in the parish rooms.

Through their many ministries and years of service, Mike and Barbara Donnelly touched nearly every aspect of
parish life. From Baptisms and Confirmation retreats to music, charitable outreach, fellowship, and care for
grieving families, their dedication helped strengthen the St. Elizabeth community and left an ever-lasting legacy
of faith, service, and love.

God bless you, Michael & Barbara—you will always be part of the St. Elizabeth family.




 BATU.MOT CANTINH |

TRONG QI'IC KITO.

Trong bii Tin Mimg Chia Nhit ndy (Mde-théu 16,13-20), Chia Giésu dit cho cic mdn 8¢ hai ciu hdi quan trong.
Trude hét, Ngii hoi: “Ngun ta néi Con Nguii la ai?” Cic mdn 3¢ tri I dua trén nhig gi ngudi khéc nghi:
la Gican Tiy Gia, Elia, Giérémia, hay mit trong céc ngdn sir.

Sau d6, Chita Giésu dit ra mét ciiu hdi sdu sa hon nhiéu: “Con anh em, anh em néi Thdy la ai?”

Phérd dip lai biing mdt trong nhimg 14 tuyén xung dirc tin vi dai nhit trong Kinh Thénh:

Chéa Gidsu khdng hi vé nhiing viéc Ngai Bm. Ngii dang hi cic min 8 wé clin tinh cia chinh minh.
Chiing ta thudng gidk thiéu bin thin bling cich md ti cdng viéc minh Bm: “Téi Ia gido vién, ” “T6i a kf su,”
“Téi da nghi hueu,” hay “Téi la cha mg¢,” Nhimg ciu tra ki d6 khdng sai, nhung ching chua cham dén
ot 15i con nguts thit cla chiing ta.

Gin diy, Nike di trién khai mdt chién dich khong chi dit ciu hoi “Just Do It” (Cir lam di),

ma con l& “Why Do It?” (Tai sao ki lim diéu 46?). Chién dich nidy khuyén khich nguéi tré nhin xa hon
nhimg hanh ddng bé ngodi dé khim phd myc dich sdu xa &n sau d6. Tuong tr nhu vily, Chia Giésu mii goi
chiing ta nhin sdu sa hon nhimg danh xung, thinh tau va trich nhiém ctia minh ¢¢ it ra mdt ciu hoi quan

trong hom: p i n

. Téila ai? |
Bin sdc (bin chit) siu xa nhit cia ching ta di duge ban ting tir trwic. Chiing ta la nhitng ngudi con
yéu déu cia Thién Chiia, duge 3o dyng theo hinh dnh va gidng nhu Ngii. Moi hinh ddng clia chiing ta
déu nén bit ngudn tir chinh bén sic dy.
Ciu héi tép theo diit ra 1a: Nhing gid tri nao dinh hinh nén bin sdc (ban chdt) d6?
DSi vdi 181, ¢6 ba tir ngir 13 kim chi nam cho cudc ddsi va sif vy clia minh:

1. Sw chinh tryc - nd e sbng trung thyc va trung tin trong moi hoan cinh. @

2. Suw khiém nhuimg - &5t ngwis khic Jén trén hét, noi guong Chia Gié-su,
Déng di nia chin cho cic mdn d¢.
3. Sq(llumﬂgcém-nhinnMnu&npnﬁb&mwngukhﬂﬁnh)éuMgcﬁaMKmJ

Diy khong chi li nhimg phim chit ding nguing md; dé con li nhimg gid tri ma i hy vong nguti khic
8% cim nhin e qua cudec 8 minh.
THUC HANH: Thinh Phéro thwa voi Chia Gié-xu ring: “Ngai la Ddng Kyts,
Con Thién Chiia hdng séng.” La mét nguwdi con yéu ddu cia Thién Chiia,
ddu la ba gid tri dinh hinh nén con ngudi dng ba anh chj em?
Hdy chon 3 phuong chdm dé séng theo va tw hoi bdn thdn mdi ngay:
“Litu nhitng gid trj ndy c6 gisip mink trd nén gibng Chia Giésu hon khing?”

Cha s Steve Kim ~—————

4




TRES PALABRAS.

UNA IDENTID_I‘I}D EN CRISTO.

En el Evangelio de este domingo (Mateo 16:13-20), Jesis hace a sus discipulos dos preguntas
muy importantes. Primero les pregunta: ;Quién dice la gente que es el Hijo del Hombre?
Los discipulos responden lo que otros piensan: Juan el Bautista, Elias, Jeremias o alguno de los
profetas. Luego Jestis hace una pregunta mucho mas profunda: Y ustedes, ;quién dicen que
soy yo? Pedro responde con una de las méds grandes profesiones de fe de toda la Sagrada
Escritura: “Tu eres el Cristo, el Hijo del Dios vivo.”

Jestis no estd preguntando qué hace; estd preguntando quién es. Estd hablando de su identidad.
Con frecuencia nos presentamos diciendo lo que hacemos:"Soy maestro™,”Soy ingeniero”,
"Estoy jubilado”,”Soy padre o madre de familia”. Esas respuestas son vilidas, pero no llegan
al corazon de quienes somos.

Recientemente, Nike lanzé una campana que, en lugar de decir simplemente™Just Do It”
(Simplemente hazlo), plantea la pregunta:"Why Do It?” (;Por qué hacerlo?). |.a campana
invita a los jovenes a mirar mds alld de sus acciones para descubrir el propdsito que las inspira.
De manera semejante, Jesv.:snosnmntaamnrarmasalladenuestrosutubs,logmsy

responsabilidades para hacernos una pregunta mucho més importante:
¢ Quién soy yo?

Nuestra identidad més profunda ya nos ha sido dada. Somos hijos ¢ hijas amados de Dios,
creados a su imagen y semejanza. Todo lo que hacemos debe brotar de esa identidad.

La siguiente pregunta es:
¢ Qué valores definen esa identidad?
En mi caso, hay tres palabras que guian mi vida y mi ministerio:
* Integridad: procurar vivir con honestidad, coherencia y fidelidad en toda circunstancia,
* Humildad: poner a los demds en primer lugar, siguiendo el ejemplo de Jests, que
lavé los pies de sus discipulos.
* Empatia:  mirar a cada persona con la compasién y el amor de Cristo.
Estas no son solo cualidades admirables; son los valores que deseo que los demds
experimenten a través de mi vida.
TAREA PARA ESTA SEMANA:
Como hijo o hija amado(a) de Dios, ;qué tres valores definen tu identidad? Elige
tres palabras por las que quicras vivir y preguntate cada dia: ;Estos valores me
ayudan a acercarme mds a Jesus?

Padre Eteban Kim, Parroco
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3rd Prize: $1,000 . 4th Prize: $500\ ‘&

5th Prize: $200
Many Consolation Prizes!!
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Parish Festival SEPTENBER 26 & 27

RLY BIRD Prize Winner | $/,000.00
T+ Condo Vazntion worth $2,500 00
Fr. Steve Kim

Pastor

Congratulations to Mr. Thomas Warney!

St. Elizabeth Church is delighted to congratulate Mr.

Thomas Warney, the lucky winner of $1,000 Early-bird S EQUO|A
drawing on August 13th, 2026 after Our lady of Fatima Y NATIONAL PARK
Mass & Procession. 5 »

This is an especially joyful occasion because Mr.& Mrs.
Warney has been a devoted member of our St. Elizabeth
parish family for an amazing 55 years. His many years of
faithfulness and connection to our church community
make this celebration even more meaningful.

We sincerely thank Mr. Warney for being a longtime part
of our parish family and are very happy to celebrate this
special moment with him.

Congratulations, Mr. Thomas Warney! May God continue
to bless you and your family.

“buyv

tickets

7”6%0/

. for your st

d SIMPLY SCAN
4 QR CODE WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE'S
CAMERA, TAP THE LINK, CONFIRM YOUR DETAILS,
AND YOU'RE ALL CHECKED IN!

Thank you for your continued support and generosity! A , , arel HIIi ted
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ST. ELIZABETH

-CATHOLIC CHURCH

GROWING IN FAITH. ENCOUNTERING CHRIST. LIVING HIS MISSION.

-

WANT TO REGISTER FOR OUR

CATECHETICAL PROGRAM?

COMMUNION CONFIRMATION (ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION OF ADULTS)

+ E— g
For children who are ready For teens to deepen their faith, For adults seeking to know
to receive the Eucharist be empowered by the Holy Spirit, more about the Catholic faith
and grow in God's love. and live as Disciples of Christ. and become Catholic.

We invite children, teens, and adults
% to grow in faith, encounter Jesus,
and become active members of our Church.

.

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?
Please contact the Religious Office

(408) 263-1995

TEXT:
(669) 699-8741

CHURCH EMAIL:

2

“Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them;

stelizabeth.milpitas@dsj.org

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”




